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Wisdom - Father, Please Open my Understanding

Introduction:
 Is there a deeper spiritual experience?  Yes, and abounding yes...  This chapter gives to us this 
 insight.  The theme is becoming an “understanding” person (vs.2.5.11.16).  Let us not forget that  
 when Solomon asked for wisdom (IIKings 4:29) that the Lord also gave him understanding.  Let us  
 not forget that in Luke 24:45 Jesus “opened” the understanding of His disciples.  Understanding is  
 “knowing the truth...knowing what is really happening”.  We all “understand” ourselves...we 
 understand our spouses...we understand our children; correct?  Let us pray it together, “Lord,   
 please open our understanding.”  Knowledge must precede wisdom.  Remember our goal in this  
 study is wisdom.  Change must start rationally.

 I. Qualities of an Understanding Person
  A. Inner Qualities: 
   [1] He does not cover his sins (v.13) - Are we conscious of the sin in our lives?  Thank  
        you, Father
   [2] He does not “harden” his heart (v.14) - Do people know you to be 
        “tender-hearted”?
   [3] He is willing to work (v.19) - Are you diligent in all that you do?
  B. Outer Qualities:
   [1] He responds to the “poor” (vs.3,8,27) - Do you see the needs of others AND   
        respond?
   [2] He “respects” other people (v.21) - Indeed do you “esteem others better than   
        yourself”?  If you have any animosity towards your parents, now is the day to be  
        reconciled.  It is never what others do to us, it is what we do to others.
 II. Quickening Response of God to an Understanding Person
     It has been said that if you do not feel close to God that it is not God who has done the moving.   
     James 4:8 gives to us an awesome promise: “If we draw nigh to God, He will draw nigh unto us.”   
     Wow...wow.  As we move towards understanding, here God gives to us four awesome promises.
  A. We will become “bolder” (v.1) Think of it...no more...I could not lead that Bible study.  Now  
      we are looking for opportunities to serve our wonderful Lord.
  B. We have understanding.  Verse five says that those “that seek the Lord understand all  
      things.”  Such an awesome thought.  The Lord desires, indeed, to open our 
      understanding.
  C. We will “abound in blessings”. (vs.10,20)  Imagine God desires to reward our diligence.
  D. We will be protected (vs.18,26).  God is watching over us.  Awesome.

Conclusion
Verse two states that we can have understanding and knowledge.  Let us make that our desire and prayer 
today.


